A Way of Man

By Friedl Marincowitz

One of the most rewarding aspects for me about living in a foreign country is to discover and uncover its culture through the work of its artists and writers.  

For the next two weekends, Michael&Caja will be unlocking a part of Dutch literary history to an international audience in the Hague before going on to stage ‘A Way of Man’ at the Edinburgh Fringe festival in August. 

Michael Driebeek van der Ven and Caja van der Poel have created a theatre adaptation of Frederik van Eeden’s (1860-1932) classic novel, ‘de Kleine Johannes’ (1887) which will captivate, charm and amuse young and old. For generations this little book has been part of Dutch school curriculum, and has remained so to this day. 

‘A Way of Man’ is a story about a young boy’s coming of age. The main protagonist of the tale is Jonathan, a dreamy and inquisitive young man who lives happily in a sheltered environment in the company of his father and his dog. But Jonathan, in awe of the intricate beauty of nature, has a thirst for knowledge and decides to leave behind all that is familiar and dear to him to pursue the Ultimate Truth.  

In stark and pleasant contrast to the minimalist stage setting, van der Poel’s skilful and flamboyant storytelling performance transports the audience to Jonathan’s universe filled with weird and wonderful characters and creatures. In his quest, Jonathan is guided by an assortment of figures, each trying to convince him that they, and only they, can reveal the truth to him. But, we soon learn, gaining access to ‘the Truth’ comes at a price. 

What this performance brilliantly captures and conveys is the elusive nature of Truth. Indeed, it quite brutally exposes the belief that there is a key that would unlock and reveal the mystery of life to us as an illusion. Yet, we are not left empty-handed. Jonathan’s journey depicts life as it is: filled with wonder, joy, surprise, sadness and even anguish – all little moments of truths a life well-lived is composed of. 

Most poignantly, ‘A Way of Man’ reminds us that the answers do not lie in a single book, deity, science or society, but much closer: within ourselves. 

Dates:

12 June 14h00 De Regentenkamer /Tickets: www.theenglishtheatre.nl
19 June 14h00 De Regentenkamer /Tickets: www.theenglishtheatre.nl
Cast and Crew: 

Storyteller: Caja van der Poel

Co-director: Michael Driebeek van der Ven

Creative advisor: Annemieke Wauters

Costume design: Asalia Khadjé

Photography: Rogier Chang

LINKS 

www.schoolofstorytelling.com / www.noordvolk.nl./ www.michaelandcaja.com / www.theenglishtheatre.nl
