A WAY OF MAN By Gary van der Helmst/March 2010.

The coming month the Regentenkamer is hosting a very special production. In honour of the 150th birthday of the acclaimed Dutch author Frederik van Eeden, Michael&Caja are performing a charming adaptation of his masterpiece De Kleine Johannes, A Way of Man. 

Van Eeden is a distinguished 19th century Dutch author. In 1885, he (among others) founded the literary magazine De Nieuwe Gids. This magazine became the voice of the Eighties Movement that launched a new phase in the development of Dutch literature. Up until then, the primary role of literature was to impart moral values to society. The Tachtigers, however, created art for the sake of art (l'art pour l'art). To them, aesthetics was very important. To this day, Van Eeden’s famous book, De Kleine Johannes, is part of the curriculum of Dutch secondary schools.  

STORYTELLING IN SCOTLAND

Actress turned storyteller Caja van der Poel completed her studies in 2008 at The School of Storytelling in England. Together with director Michael Driebeek van der Ven she created a Dutch and English version of the story. Why?

Caja: “The Fringe Festival in Edinburgh, Scotland, has included our production on the condition that we translate it into English. The story by Van Eeden is not as well known there, but the medium of storytelling in Scotland is very popular. The Scottish Storytelling Centre also happens to be based in Edinburgh! And, of course, this was an opportunity we could not to pass over.”  

CONTENT & RELEVANCE

The story is about a boy growing up. He is searching for the meaning of life and driven by the quest to find the absolute truth. The road to adulthood turns out to be a long process filled with wonder, surprise, loneliness, danger and falling in love. 

Why should this story be told now? Michael: “Because it illustrates beautifully just how vulnerable the youth is when they embark on the challenge of shaping their own identity. This is the moment in life when they try to establish their ‘place’ in society. In this phase of life, boys especially are susceptible to extreme influences. This story shows how easy it is to ‘unmoor’ someone, for a youngster to become alienated from society. And sometimes with terrible consequences indeed, such as fundamentalism, racism or extreme violence.” 

Does that mean that it is a very heavy and sombre show? Both: “Hahahaha! Oh no, oh no, absolutely not! What is special about Van Eeden is his exceptional ability to engage with serious themes in a light and humorous manner.”  Caja continues: “That’s what appealed to us so much and we have adopted his light and playful approach. I perform the characters to their full - in crazy movements and unusual voices. They really are a bunch of likeable fools with crazy plans for Jonathan. Michael: “You could call it the best Dutch version of Alice in Wonderland. 

The story is suited to individuals aged 16 and older.

